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CURRENT SITUATION AND PROBLEMS OF HOSPITALIZATION OF
CREUTZFELDT-JAKOB DISEASE PATIENTS IN THE POLICY-GUIDED
MEDICAL SERVICE NETWORK OF NEUROMUSCULAR DISORDERS

Mitsuru KAWAI Takashi NAKAJIMA*® and Tatsuhiko YUASA**

Ministry of Health and Welfare announced on Nov.13, 2000 that the National Hospitals and
Sanatoriums should be open for all the Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) patients struggling against
the high barrier for hospitalization. In this context we sent a questionaire to 35 member hospitals
of policy-guided medical service network asking about the current situation and facing problems re-
garding the hospitalization of CJD patients. All the hospitals have replied. In Jan. 2001, there were
14 CJD inpatients, A total of 40 CJD patients were admitted from fiscal 1998 to 2000. The maxi-
mum number of the inpatients would be 82 and the number may be increased up to 110 or more if
all the problems such as a shortage of isolation room are all settled. Only 3 hospitals answered
that the local medical service network for intractable disease patients was functioning at the
prefectural level. Seventeen hospitals were able to perform autopsy of CJD patients. A bedside
manual of CJD was highly requested from many hospitals.
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