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CURRENT ISSUES ON NURSING PATIENTS WITH CREUTZFELDT-JAKOB DISEASE
: RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE ADDRESSED FOR NATIONAL HOSPITALS

Yumiko MORI, Hatsue MIZUNO, Kayo SATO,
Hiide YOSHINO* and Tatsuhiko YUASA**

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) is one of the gravest infectious neurological diseases caused by
abnormal prion protein. Through our experiences in caring for patients with CJD, it can be said
that many issues remain unsolved, waiting for improvement in various aspects.

In order to clalify current condition and share the common understanding in nursing CJD patients,
we conducted a research by sending a questionnaire to fellow national hospitals where experienced
nurses specialized in chronic neurological disease are at work, The questionnaire included
environmental management, patients’ care such as bathing, oral hygiene and nasal feeding, how to

prepare and deal with medical equipments, laundry, how to deal with infectious excrement and
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garbage, how to control infection and what they think is the most important in nursing CJD

patients.

From the results it can be said that procedures of nursing care in CJD patients vary among

national hospitals. The results indicated the necessity of awareness of current standard practice

including effective infection control guidelines for nurses as well as neurologists in the neurclogical

ward, For that purpose an organized educational training programs will be of great help,

(Key Words : Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, infection control, CJD nursing)
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