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ROLE OF NATIONAL HOSPITALS IN SUPPORTING THE HOMEBASED MEDICAL SERVICE
FOR PATIENTS WITH INTRACTABLE NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE
: AQUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY OF THE NATIONAL HOSPITALS AND THE NEUROLOGISTS IN
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Norio ABEY, Keiji CHIDA", Hiroshi SHIMIZU?%
Itaru FUNAKAWA?® and Tatsuhiko YUASA®

To investigate the actual state of medical support systems for home care of patients with in-
tractable neurological diseases (IND), we sent a questionnaire by e-mail to 37 national hospitals
of the research committee of The Multicentric Clinical Research Studies on the Prevention, Diagnosis
and Treatment of Neurological Disease. Furthermore, we mailed a questionnaire to 96 neurologists
in private practice. Twelve of the 37 national hospitals had formed a committee in each hospital
to support home care of patients with IND. Nineteen provided visiting medical care. Regarding
emergencies involving home-care patients, only one national hospital provided around-the-clock vis-
iting medical care. However the majority of other hospitals coped by having the patients consult
the family doctors or be taken to the hospital by ambulance. The majority of responses from the
hospitals emphasized the necessity for establishing closer relationships with family doctors to pro-
vide effective support system for home care of patients with IND.

The majority of neurologists in private practice have already provided home-based medical service
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to patients with IND, They expected neighboring national hospitals to accept hospitalization of such

patients, to provide the information about scientific advances, to provide counseling for home care

of patients, and to hold case conferences. It is important to establish a support system for home-

care patients in emergencies. Therefore, it is necessary to establish a close relationship among na-

tional hospitals, neurologists in private practice and family doctors in the district.

(Key Words : intractable neurological disease, home-based medical service, visiting medical care)
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Fig. 1 How does your hospital support home-care
patients with intractable neurological disease?
Responses from 37 national hospitals.
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Fig. 2 How dose your hospital provide visiting
medical care to patients with intractable
neurological disease?

Responses from 37 national hospitals.
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Fig. 4 What should national hospitals do, in the
future, to support home-care patients with
intractable disease?

Responses from 37 national hospitals.
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Table 1
neurologist in private practice,

The numbers of patients with neurological disease treated by
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